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RESOLUTION 2015-84
A RESOLUTION EXPRESSING THE CITY’S SUPPORT FOR THE APPLICATION BY EMPOWERMENT ACADEMY, INC. TO PARTICIPATE IN THE FLORIDA COMMUNITY CONTRIBUTION TAX CREDIT PROGRAM FOR PURPOSES OF REVITALIZING AND STRENGTHENING THE URBAN CORE AND NORTH JACKSONVILLE AREAS BY PROVIDING LOW TO MODERATE INCOME FAMILIES WITH HOME OWNERSHIP ASSISTANCE; PROVIDING FOR COMPLIANCE WITH THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, Empowerment Academy, Inc. is a Florida not-for-profit (501(c)(3)) corporation, located at 1995 Wages Way, Jacksonville, FL 32218; and
WHEREAS, Empowerment Academy’s mission is to revitalize and strengthen the Urban Core and Northside community by providing assistance to low and moderate income families and individuals in becoming creditworthy and able to qualify for home ownership; and


WHEREAS, the Planning and Development Department has reviewed the Empowerment Academy, Inc. Community Contribution Tax Credit Program and finds that it is in compliance with the 2030 Comprehensive Plan in that Housing Goal 1 of the Housing Element states that “the City shall develop stable, sustainable and definable neighborhoods which offer safe, sound sanitary and energy efficient housing that is affordable to all its present and future residents”; and


WHEREAS, in order to assist with the cost of the construction and equipping of these new homes, Empowerment Academy, Inc. desires to participate in the Florida Community Contribution Tax Credit Program; and


WHEREAS, the City of Jacksonville is fully supportive of Empowerment Academy’s plans and use of the Community Contribution Tax Credit; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

That the City hereby endorses and supports the application by Empowerment Academy, Inc. to participate in the Florida Community Contribution Tax Credit Program to assist low and moderate income families with home ownership in the Urban Core and North Jacksonville community.

Section 2.
  
Compliance with the Comprehensive Plan.  The City of Jacksonville Planning and Development Department certifies that the affected parcel for the proposed development, namely RE# 035806-0000, and the plans therefore are consistent with local plans and regulations, including the City of Jacksonville’s Comprehensive Plan. A copy of the letter from the Planning and Development Department is attached hereto as Exhibit 1.
Section 3.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, Council Research Division
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Where Florida Begins.

December 22, 2014

Sonia Roberts
Empowerment Academy, Inc.
19956 Wages Way
Jacksonville, Florida 32218

Re: Consistency of the Empowerment Academy Incorporated’s participation in the Florida
Community Contribution Tax Credit Program (CCTC) with the City of Jacksonville’s plans,
regulations, and the 2030 Comprehensive Plan.

Ms. Roberts,

Thank you for contacting the City of Jacksonville Planning and Development Department. This letter is in
response to your request for confirmation of the consistency of the Empowerment Academy
Incorporated’s participation in the Florida Community Contribution Tax Credit Program (CCTC) with the
City of Jacksonville's plans, regulations and 2030 Comprehensive Plan. The Empowerment Academy
Incorporated, a 501¢3 non-profit organization, will be using the CCTC to help fund the construction of
new housing and the rehabilitation of existing housing to provide affordable housing opportunities for low
and moderatejincome households in the urban core and northern portions of the City of Jacksonville.

The proposed-activities that will be enabled by the Empowerment Academy’s participation in the State of
Florida's Community Contribution Tax Credit Program are consistent with the following policies of the
2030 Comprellwensive Plan, Housing Element.
I
Policy 1.2.4 The Housing Services Division of the Housing and Neighborhoods Department
| shall work with for-profit and non-profit groups to help provide affordable housing
opportunities for low and moderate income families.

Policy 1.2.8 The Jacksonville Housing Authority shall immediately pursue means of feveraging
funds and marshaling resources for the creation of additional affordable housing
for very low, low, and moderate income households,

Policy 1.2.11 The City shall continue to work with local lenders and corporations to leverage
funds for affordable housing.

The City shall participate with private and non-profit groups seeking to leverage or
obtain new funding sources aimed at solving housing problems by supporting or
jointly pursuing foundation funds and social investment by corporations, and by
assisting with grant writing and with completing applications for available federal
and State funds.

Policy 1.2.15

Exhibit 1
Page 1 of 2
PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

Ms. Sonia Roberts
December 22, 2014

Page 2

Policy 1.2.16 The City shall continue to pursue all existing resources provided by federal and
State agencies, nonprofit, or private organizations, and create new funding
sources to assist with the provision of affordable housing.

Policy 1.3.4 The City shall ensure that all available programs provided by the state and federal

government which provide sites for affordable housing are being utilized.
Based on the information noted above, the Planning and Development Department finds that the
proposal by the Empowerment Academy Incorporated is consistent with local plans, regulations and the
2030 Comprehensive Plan.

Thank you for inquiring with the City of Jacksonville. Please let me know if | may be of further assistance.

Sincerely,

Nuintae & ool

Kristen D. Reed, AICP
City Planner Supervisor
Planning and Development Department

cc: Reginald L.. Brown, Councilmember District 10
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